INTRODUCTORY

centres of interest. These interests were selected as being
the fundamental interests of men at all times and in all
places, the home with its activities relating to the pro-
vision of food, clothing and shelter; the occupations of
the immediate environment and the service that they
render to the child's life;'the origins of occupation and
their significance for racial progress.

Dewey's pioneer work in curriculum-making aroused
the deepest interest both in America and in* other
countries, and led to similar experiments, such as the
Fielden School in Manchester and the Decroly School in
Belgium, while in America it gave rise to the method of
working through "projects."

Dewey's views have undoubtedly exercised a pro-
found influence on the theory of the best education for
young children, yet they have been slow to penetrate
our Infants' Schools. The reason is to be found in the
difficulty of putting them into practice in town buildings
with little or no space for active experiment. But where
a curriculum is planned in the spirit of Dewey's
suggestions for "learning through activity" the result
is invariably the same: the work grips the children's
interest and attention and exercises a strong influence
upon their intellectual and emotional development,

The Influence of Margaret Macmillan

No outline of the influences that have affected the
education of young children would be complete without